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At Jeba, a few miles north of Damascus, is the tomb of
Sa'ad-ed-Din, the founder of the Sa'adiyeh order of der-
vishes, a derivative of the Qadiriyeh, and known also as the
Jabawiyeh. The village and its environs, being the property
of this wely, are free from taxation, and Its men, who are
mainly descendants of the saint, are free from military ser-
vice by imperial order. Indeed, ^Abd-el-Hamld is said to
have contributed five hundred pounds for the repair of the
maqam, or shrine. The saint's influence still controls the
vicinity. The houses need no doors. Cattle may wander
at will, so the servant told Dr. Curtiss, and should a thief
dare to touch one of the herd, he would be turned into a
swine, or some other animal, while the cow would return
to the shrine.1 Any one calling on Sa'ad-ed-Din, no matter
where he may be, on land or sea, no matter to what race or
religion he may belong, will get help and succor.
A similar belief is attached to the four poles who to this
very day are said to appear among men, for help or for tak-
ing vengeance, as surely in their waking as in their sleeping
hours. Sometimes the two roles may be combined in one.
Two Copts in Egypt, so a Jerusalem dervish told me, tired
of toiling for a living, assumed the red turban of the Beda-
wiyeh. dervishes, and started forth on a tour of the Moslem
villages where their Christian^ origin was not known, con-
fident that the simple fellahin would without question
serve them with the best of the land, in recognition of their
holiness. At nightfall they came to a prosperous-looking
village. As soon as their presence was known, the peasants
vied with each other in bringing forth food, but the two Copts
were told that before claiming the rights of dervishes to
this common hospitality they must prove these by jumping
into a great fire of logs and coals glowing in the open place
of assembly. Were they, in truth, dervishes, they must
surely come forth unharmed; so, if they would eat, into
the fire first! IJlie pseudo-dervishes exchanged a glance,
turned to the people, and asked if they might go apart
for a moment. Obtaining their wish, they withdrew out
of sight, tucked up their garments, and ran for their lives.
1 Compare I Samuel 7 :12.

